
WORKSHOP DAY in St. Muns Church Hall, DUNOON JULY 12 
 

 
 

As the Crow Flies is as an exciting band bringing together some of the top young players from both sides of the 
North Sea. The critically acclaimed duo of Rona Wilkie and Marit Fält join forces with award winning fiddle 
players and singers, Maja Toresen and Nina Fjeldet. As individuals these girls have a collected a lot of accolades 
– BBC Young Trad winner, Danny Kyle winners, Landskappleiken... the list goes on. Collectively, As the Crow 
Flies brings their talents and experiences together to create a new sound. Four voices, three fiddles and a 
mandola – this is music to immerse yourself in. Thick harmonies, playful rhythm and beautiful singing – 
As the Crow Flies is borderless, exquisite and thrilling.  
 

On the 12
th

 of July, this band will come to Dunoon to run a workshop afternoon and a concert. These will cover fiddle, 
mixed instruments and voice, and will give participants the opportunity to broaden their musical horizons, perform 
and have a good time. The concert will see attendees perform some of what they had learnt, and then a concert by As 
the Crow Flies. The workshop will be split into two sessions. 
 

Registration and warm-up 3.00 – 3.30 
Session 1 (3.30 – 4.30) Highland fiddle or Mixed Instruments 
Break (4.30 – 5.00) 
Session 2 (5.00 – 6.00) Norwegian fiddle or Singing 
Rehearsal (6.00 – 6.30) 
Dinner (6.30-7.30) 
 
Highland fiddle 
Rona Wilkie will teach fiddle tunes steeped in the Scottish Highlands. In a fun session, she will concentrate on local music to  
Argyll, which will allow for a discussion of highland style more broadly and technique. We will talk about how to get the best 
sound from your fiddle and how to go  about performing the tunes as musically as possible  - dynamics, arrangement and drive. 
Cellos and violas will also be very welcome. 
 
Mixed instruments 
This workshop is for the squeezeboxes, mandolins, guitars, clarsachs, flutes, whistles, percussionists etc. 
Depending on what instruments are attending we will be focusing on arrangements, accompaniment as well as learning a tune 
or two. We might also discuss how our instruments can interpret all fiddlers favourite topic: bowing. It will be led by 
multiinstrumentalist Marit Fält and the only thing she asks is that any Highland pipers rather bring border/small/uilleann etc. or 
whistles. 
 
Norwegian fiddle  
This session will be led by Nina Fjeldet. You will learn repertoire and discuss Norwegian styles, ornaments and bowing. 
Although the session will be taught by what Norwegians call 'flat-fiddle' (that is 'normal fiddle' to most of us!) you will get a 
chance of a close-up look of a hardanger fiddle. 
No previous experience of playing Norwegian music is necessary. 
 
Singing 
This session is for anyone who enjoys the instrument available to us all: voice. 
It will be led by Maja Toresen and Rona Wilkie and you will be taught Norwegian and Gaelic songs. Don't worry - there won't be 
too many words for you to learn. You will discuss the traditional styles and techniques of the respective cultures and create 
arrangements of the songs you learn. 
 
There will be time for some last minute practice and dinner. We would ask participants to take a packed lunch, or to use local 
take-away restaurants.  
Although workshops will largely be taught by ear, music will be made available. 
Instrumentalists should have been playing for at least two years, though no previous singing experience is needed. Tea/Coffee 
and cakes will be provided. 
 
Price for two workshops and concert is £20. 
If you can only attend one workshop or cannot attend the concert, please get in touch and we will find a price to 
accommodate you. 
Contact: ronawilkie@gmail.com or falt.marit@gmail.com  



 

 

 

Rona Wilkie is a fiddle player and Gaelic singer from Argyll. Having been 
crowned BBC Scotland Young Traditional Musician of the Year in 2012, Rona 
has gone onto prove herself at the forefront of the Scottish fiddle scene. She 
combines voice and fiddle to create a new exciting perspective on Highland 
music, and has pushed the boundaries for fusion, combining her home 
tradition with many musicians from across the world. Not least among these 
is her debut album with Marit Fält, which was widely critically acclaimed. She 
is also in demand as a composer, having written a New Voices for Celtic 
Connections, commissioned for string quartet and several film scores. When 
not playing music, she is writing a PhD on Gaelic song of the Clearances at the 
University of Edinburgh.  
 
 
 
 

Marit Fält is a multiinstrumentalist brought up in Norway of Swedish 

parentage. She is best known for her playing of the Swedish Låtmandola, an 

instrument that has been described as “…the Barry White of the mandolin 

world…” Having graduated from Newcastle University with the highest 

performance mark ever achieved, she tours internationally and works as a 

composer with a range of artists. She is a leading proponent of using 

plucked instruments in a range of ways – equally as comfortable to lead as 

to accompany. Her main projects have included VAMM, Marit and Rona, 

Kirsty Law to name but a few. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Maja Gravermoen  Toresen is a folk musician and singer from  Bærum, 
near Oslo. She specialises both in flat fiddle and hardanger fiddle, in a pan-
Norwegian approach to her music. She is a graduate from the Norwegian 
Academy of Music in Oslo, and plays and sings regularly across Scandinavia 
and world with her bands Vrang and As the Crow Flies. A great proponent 
of fusion, she reaches to all areas for inspiration – recently having worked 
with musicians from Morocco and having joined the Einar Stray Orchestra, 
where she combines folk, classical and indie rock music. Having been 
brought up in the theatre, Maja is a musician who is intensely interested in 
stage-craft – how to embody the music and song through stage presence as 
well as in arrangement. 
 
 
 
 
 

Nina Fjeldet is a fiddle player from the valley of Gudbrandsdalen. Coming 
from a traditional area, she is fast becoming a master of the 
Gudbrandsdalen style, and is in great demand as a performer and teacher 
across Norway and Europe. A graduate of Ole Bull Music Academy, Nina is a 
versatile performer, playing with a number of outfits, both with 
instrumentalists, singers and dancers. Whilst being involved in a number of 
projects with international musicians, her greatest passion is for melodies – 
where they come from, what you can do with them, how to make them 
dance. Recently Nina has moved to the very north of Norway, where she is 
the director of the Kalottspell festival.  

 


